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HER TAST CAST.

BY W, ADDIRON,

[Copyright, 1809, vy the Author)
T WAS in
Alvarez
that two Ger-
mans, dressed
as Chinese,
were exhibiting
their skill in
that most dan-
gerous per-
formance of
knife-theow-
ing. an art
which is fast
dying out.

The Chinese
were  the flvst
to bring it to

Elt_rupv in the forties, snd for the timoe
being gained for themselves consider-
uble popularity by their remarkable
deftness nnd skill,

The artists in tho Alvarez cireus were
man and wife—she, with u serene smile
on her lips, her long, fair bair hanging
loosely over her shoulders, her doeep,
blue eyes directed fenrlessly and full of
confidence towards her eomrade; he,
firm and cool, with an expression of su-
preme indifference to the danger his
wife so boldly and unflinchingly faced.

The couple seemed to mock death,
playing with him as with a tame tiger
cat

But, howeyver bloodenrdling the sang
froid of this couple might be, they
were dwarfed into insignificance in
comparison with an incident dating
from my strolling days, which comes
all the more vividly before my mind's
eye, the remoter it is from that adven-
turous, precarions time when T, a gypsy
among gypsies, strode in front of the
green caravan, which, slowly followed
by street curs barking furiounsly ut ita

the
¢ircus

BEEM TO MOCK DEATIL

fumates, rumbled along in the evening,
with the lust rays of the dying sun
glinting on the gnarled window panes,

Brigantina!

Oh! how distinetly I sec that dark
gypsy girl with the supple, pantber
like form, the “attraction of the stroll-
ing eircus of Belll,” who, at the time of
this story was “doing” the southern
provinees of Holland.

Her equestrian feats were the most
atriking. - Why she remained with the
pmall circus proprietor for the paliry
salary she was receiving, when she
migh't have had splendid remunerative
engagements in the largest and most
renowned circuses, was a mystery to
me at first

But then I saw later on that Brigan-
tina cherished a desire to become Mme.
Belli.

Belli wasa young man of not more
ghan five and twenty years of age, hav-
ing inherited the circus not long before
this from his parents, who had both
died suddenly one after the other

The cirens was composed of halfa
dozen green carnvans and o couple of
dozen of tolerably good horses

The pride of the circus, however, wns
p reslly well-trained clephant, *MofTa,"
which was brought into the ring by
Belli and Brigantina in turns,

The proprietor, with his Roman nose,
eonl-black mustache and athletie, well-
built figure, was a prototype of a brut-
al, masculine beau of the annual fair
—a highway Apollo, self-conceited und
overbearing in his treatmeny with his
subordinntes.

Brigantina always rode in Indian
dress—n  short skirt, edged with
foathors and shells, with a string of
coral beads around her neck, and at
her side a blue sillke pouch, containing
small, gilded juggling balls

With one leap she vaulted on to the
bare back of her gray horse, and with
cat-like ngility bent forward, pitching
the balls high up into the air, catching
them as they fell, and once more send-
ing them flying into space, the mean-
while poising herself gracefully, und
with the utmost adroitnéss, on her
horse's back while he cam._iuucd to gal-
lop round and round the ring.

After this performance a thick board
was placed in the middle of the ring,
upon which a small ¢irele of not more
than one foot in dinmeter had ‘bcr'n de-
geribed, ond  then Ih-ignnl?nu was
handed half a dozen smnl_l' glistening,
5lmrp-mlgcd hatehets, which flew from
het hands like arrows from & boyw, one
after the other, without touching or
ever failing to enter the cirele :

puring this exhibition of skill the
pudience held its breath and gave n
sigh of relief as Brigantina :llsmnfunu-d
apd the board with the axes sticking
in it was removed. L=

They then chalked the girl's shoe
goles and away she went again 1o the
wild strains of the musie. Wilder and
wilder played the music, and ever more
during became her postures, more ve-
hement her urging of the r-u\e_d. until
he broke into mad gallop. She flew
by like the wind )

“We held the barriers—on, two, three,
five barriees—over which she went

rohed on the smooth back of her
horse.  With upraised arms, Pming
with her dainty feet, she incited !.h\.'
horse to still greater efforts, ahr-unng:
all the time:  “Heidonc!  En avant!
Caesar! Animo! Animol .

Her switch whisked through the alr,
her eyes flashed, her long, blue-black
hair tonched the tent-poles ns she ca-
reered t. Swift as an arrow the
maddened beast rushed pas? with his
Jaring rider bolding on by the toes of

pae fook

through the eurtains of the earavan in
which Belli sat with liriganting, whose
smull hands he held tenderly in his
own. She gazed up nt him, as if under
the influence of some spell, with beams
g eyes end o dreamy look. Al wos
quiect,  The night air genily curessed
the leaves of the lindens, whose sweet
scent, mingled with the fresh sen
breeze, penetrsted through the &in-
dows of the cuvavan, intoxleating they
lovers with its sweet incense,

“Your wife, Alessandro, vour wife at
last!" she lisped softly, as if speaking
in adream.

"'Cortuinly, Brigantina, In a fow days
you'll be my wife," answered the eirens
proprietor. “And then you'll be mine
—mine alone."

He drew a ring from his finger,

“And I herewith pledge myself and
my life, darling; this ring shall bind
us together, never to ba severed, what«
ever our fates moy  be—yen, unto
death!"

Briganting glunced hastily at the
ring, and fervently pressed it to her
lips. Then suddenly, with an almost
imperceptible movement, she plucked
u tiny dagger from her belt, and prick-
ing her left arm with its sharp point
pressed the wound passionately to the
month of her beloved.  He kissed the
wound and endeavored to stanch it,
but she held her prm ont of his reach,
allowing the blood to flow freely, and
exelnimed in & volee quivering with
emation;

“Thine, Alessandro, for ever! For
thee I am ready to shed my life's
blood!"

Alessandro DBelli had engaged a
second equestrienne; s golden-haired
beauty, n prond, intrigning woman.

Jeannette was born in an old, eele-
brated, professional family, who had
nequired considerable wealth in the
pursuit of their calling, A great pors
tion of her parents' money fell to
Jeannette's sharve, whose talents, how-
ever, were of too mean anorder to gain
her ndmission into the bigher branches
of her profession, and she was oo fond
of a roving life to settle down quietly
and live o happy and contented life,

After the arriva! of this beauty Belll
underwent o change. He neglected
Brigantinn, and begon to make ad-
vanees to Jeannette.

This gypsy was a born speenlator,
who scenting lucre desires to possess it
with the least possible trouble.

glances of Briganting as she dug deep
into her lips with her white teeth.

“When shall we got married, Ales-
sundro?’-shensked Delli, oneafterncon,

] have reconsidered Lhe matter,
Briganting,” replied he, coldly. *I am
too young to marry yet. Iwillstrive to
earn more money, and you could also
do much better if you were to nceept an
important engagement. Go, and come
back rich, and help me to make a big
company out of this gypsy band.”

She turned pale.

“Yon want me to go in order to frog
yoursel! of your vow to me. 1 ‘mus’
make way for this red-haired beust b
cause you covet her riches. Have you
forgotten your oath, Alessandro? Do
you want to break your solemn \-u\!:'."'

“Don't be tiresome, Brigantina, but
go to where you belong!" rejoined Balli,
imperiously.

The woman laughed seornfully.

“Ah! that's the way you talk to mwe, is
it? Take care. Alessandro— 1 seo
through you You want to be rid of
me to marry your Jeannette!”

“Yon dream, girl—I do not even thinl
of such a thing. I am, however, only o

- .
RS S e

KISSED THE WOUND.

poor dircctoi who must see to how he
can enrn his living best. With the
company as it is there is nothing to be
done, and that you lknow right well.”

“1'il go and earn money, Alessanidro;
but swear to me never to marry Jeans
nette”

“Prigantina, T am no longer a child!™

“Swear, Alessandro, swear,”

‘o to the -1

Quick as lightning Brigantina sprang
to one side, and seized hold of an ax

“Swear, or by Heaven—"

And the tigress threw the reflection
of the glistening blade on the torn can-
vas of the tent.

Belli laughed mockingly.

ile relied upon his brute strength
and athletic skill, as be set sbout
wrenching the ax from her grasp, to
overcome her,

“You won't gn of your own accord,
you she-devil, so I'll pitech you ont
against your will, and if you don't
mind you'll find the whip cracking
about your ears! Yon dare to threaten
a Belli? You-—you—poltroon!"

This was enongh.

Poltroon—coward]

That word stung her to the quick.
A wave of blood diffused itsclf over the
face of the gypsy girl, a hard, hissing,
animal like ery escaped her Hps, and
the ax whizzed through the air. It
ent its way into the stroller’s throat,
who fell to the ground without a
sound, and his blood mingled with the
freshly strewn sawdust on the floor.

With a shrill langh Brigantina went
out past his corpse—she kwew that she
had aimed well,

Tt was her last enst

The next day we drew her lifeless
body ont of the river,

Only & few of the company followed
her coffin to the wall near the church-
yard, where her remains were laid

without chant or song of any kind,

The cool evening alr blew mﬂ_j& I_nu_-

I often observed the dark threatening |

|

|
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Il they mnay.

SCHOCL AND CHURCH.

~A deereo hns been entered in the
suprome courd restoring to the Mormon
chureh the property tuken from the
corporuation,

The will of the Inte ex-Judge
Dwighat W. Tardee, of the Connteticat
supeema conrt, leaves §25,000 to Trinity
college, Martford,

Rev. Chauneey Giles, the most emi-
nent Swedenborgion in Amerien, dicd
wt his home in West Philadelphin ro-
cently. in his ecighty-first year. As a
minister e had done great good, and
as an nnthor he gave the doctrines of
the Coureh of the New Jerusalem their
olearest and nblest presentation,

— According to the Lutheran *Chuarih
Almanne” for 1804, there are now in
this country 60 Tutheran synods, 5,978
ministers, 9.018 congregations and 1-

OF GENERAL INTEREST.

~In order to prevent “rear-end” cols
lisions a western railrond Laos issunell an
orier that every pussesiger train must
have a flagmun on the rear platferin
constuntly, awl this Bagman must’ not
leave hils post to ent or sleep until he is
rilieved 1-_\' S0INe one cape ble of stand-
ing watceh.

—There was sold recently one huns
dred seres of the old Webster home-
stend at Marshfield, inelnding the old
observatory on  Black meunt.  The
deeds show that Danfel Webster pure
chased part of the praperty in 1844
The Boston woman who hasbought the
Land coveted it on seconnt of its histor
feal ussocintions, which she wishes to
tee proserved

—With the cheapening of silver has
come an exfension of its use in the fine

Y4 AS8 communicants,  The Lutherins
muintain 2,040 parochinl sehools with
140,880 pupils. The largest Lutheran
branch is the Synodical conference,
which reports 441,120 members.
The chapel which the German em-
peror has built ot his shooting-box ot
tominten, in East P'russin, wasplanned
by n Norwegian arebitect.  Like the
hunting-box itself, it is of wood, and
its architectural style is thot of the
old Neorweginn charches, the most
striking feature of which is the rvich
decoration with earved emblems,
—The Jewish priests were the eivil
as well ns the religious funetionariesof
the stute. Their office was one of great
profit as well as honor,  In the time of
Christ Colapkas owned all the dove

arts that promises in time to widen the
market for the productsof the Colorado
mines. People are buying in solld sil-
ver many small articles that used to be
plated, and silver plate has been sub-
stituted in other enses where hitherto
the baser metals have been almost ex-
l."llti\‘:-]_\' vaed It leoks us if fachilon
eonld have o grost deal to do with sil-
wvor for the next five yenrs

—The inerease of insanity in Georgin
has Leen o vapid that the eapacity of
the buildings provided for the insane is
insuflicient. The trustees say thot
they are now so overcrowded as to in-
terfere with the comfort and suecessful
treatment of the patients.  There were
only five hundred and fifty inmates of
the asylum in 1875: this year nearly
two thousand were treated, and there

cotes aronnd Jerusilem, while his fa-
ther-in-law, Annas, had 8 monopoly of |
the sheepfolds, and the income from the |
temple snerifices is estimated to have
wmounted tofour million dollnrs s yeny.

—A canul bhoat now on duty on the
Erie canal is named the Good News. It
is covered with Gospel texts.  Services
wre held three times o day in its cabin
as it journeys from one town tothe
next on its missionary trips.. A fish-
pole with traets tied on the end is used
to redch passing boats, and little flonts
with eardbonrd sails covered with
texts are sert away to do what good
The Internstional Evan-
gelistic nssociation hns control of this
flonting mission-honse

—The trensurer’s report of the Prot-
estant Episcopal missionary conneil,
at Chieago, showed “the following ox-
penditures for the yenr ending Septem-
ber 11 Domestie missions, £120,540.01;
Indinn missiopns, £44.277.02;
missions, 852 741.71; foreign missions,
E172,890.1%; Lalance on hand, E42.900,
The smonn'ts received during the yenr
for and domestie missions
showed 3 slight decyense over the pre-
l'!"“ll'_;' year, while the receipts for pens
eral raissions showed a corresponding
ineranse,

('*I].l Fri'd

forei gn

The American Missionpry soeiety
supports in the south 0 chartered in-
stitutions, 20 suormal and  graded
schonls, 43 common schools, in which
there are 380 instructors and 12,000
pupils. It also oversces 152 ehurches,
with & membership of about 9,000, and
it Sunday-school membership of over
15,000, Among the Indinns it has 12
churches, with 762 members; 12 schools,
with 808 attendance, and 1,300 pupilsin
the BSundny-school, all served by 0o
teachers nnd ministers. Among the
Chiness there nye 21 schools, with 1,215
pupils and 40 teachers,—Outlook.

—Gassendi, pronounced by Boyle to
ha “the grentest philosopher among
scholars and the greatest scholar

were ovey sixteen hundred on hand at
the close of the year.—Daltimore Sun

—Crysanthemums of ahy variety may
be propagated in-doors from the slips,
and the blossoms that flarists sell often
havoe a stalk long enouph to furnish
three or fonr cuttings The cuttings
have an astonishing vitality, and if
planted in o pot of earth thatis lept
constantly moist they will, in a large
percentago of cases, root and prosper
withont once losing the apoearance of
froshiness, Some florists keep on hand
only o single plant of each variety, and
from these make pll their cuttings for
new plants

The only raven at the Conteal park

zoologrienl garden in New York is o bird
of some acoomplishments.  Ie was in-
ported from Evrope, and for some time
belonged to o pentleman living in the
upper part of Manhattan island.  The
bird had learned to crow like a ecock
ond to eluck like o hen, and he turned
thege accomplishments to aecount. Jt
wis hig habit to excite the euriosity of
his master's chickons by a display of
his mimie and whenover a
chicken thmst o head into his eage to
nip off that head asif with a pair of
sharp shears

~The West Shore railroad owns the
romains of Ol Round Top, & historie
stone house mear Caunjoharie. The
honse was built about 1750, and was
once o dwelling and a store. 1S first
owners were Jereminh Van Rensselaer
and Archibalid Kane, the latter an an-
cestor of Dr. Kane, the Aretic explorer,
and of the Kanes of New York., Ilere
the Kanes carried on a great merenn-
tile business, and it was in the renr of
Ronnd Top that one of the merchunt
family fought o duel with the father of
Gen, J. 8. Wadsworth. Much of the
old honse has been destroyed by fire,
ns it was long the resort of tramps and
Italian laborers who recklessly built
fires within its walls

—Muntthew Arnolid speaks somewhere

POWEES,

among philosophers,” had, at the nge
of 12, so thoronghly masterecd 0.000
Latin verses as to be able to repeat
them either backward or forward with
perfect ense.  After prowing to mun-
hotd he is reparted to hinve dally exer-
¢ised his mind by repeating from 600
to 1,000 verses in ull modern Enropean
languages. Cardinnl Mezzofant, the
most remarkable lingnist the world
has ever known, is said to have heen
able to use every word of any consider-
able importance in over 100 different
Innguages, and Lo have been able to
carry on i conversation in forty-five or
fifty others.

IN SOUTHERN ITALY.
Passion Procession of Taranto, with Life
Siee Figures of Chrlst.

On Good Friday, March 21, we drove
into Taranto ta sec the Passion proeces-
sion, says @ traveler. It passed very
slowly down the Corso in the midst of
o gront moving erowd.  The memboers |
of the Confraternita, with white hoods
and veils, & twisted wreath of -
stems around their foreheads, n white
soutance, blue sash and very pale lemon-
colored cape, marched barefoot before
each of the palehi, or platforms. These
were earried on the shoulders of four
stalwart brothers of the order, assisted
by four men in eivil dress. Life-size
figuwres, realistieally painted. told the
history of the Passion in six tableaux.

First eame Christ, kneeling in the
garden, while a white-robed angel
stooll beside nnd offered him the cup.
Then a terrible Christ at the flagella-
tion pillar, his bones Inid bare at the
shoulders, knces, ribs, the pallid flesh
tort with livid wales and bleeding
wounds. Then Christ, robed in the
purple with the erown of thorns—the
Eeo HHomo, Then the erneifixion. Then
the bluck bier, with a hnge black cross
above it. “Then the chief piece of the
whole show—a dead white Christ, cov-
ered with o veil, placed npon a rich
mortuary bier. Besides the usunl benr-
ers, four gentlemenof the eity, in full
dress, held the four eénds of the pall,
Among them was the magnificent
Marchese d'A——, with his grand
swagger. '"Che bella presenza!”™ said
the people. Their lackeys in livery ats
tended these four noblemen.

The procession was terminated by a
Muadonna Dolorosa. in ratser fashiona-
ble mourning, holding a red heart in
her hand. Priests and o'her brethren
of the Confraternita closed the cortege.
Three brass bands, sounding lugubri-
ons and impressive strains of musie,
with cavernons drums and clashing
eymbals, kept upa continuous plangent
ulnlation as the pomp went slowly by.
It was evening ere it passed; lighted
lamps and wax torches made the two
last tableaux more impressive. —Forg

English factory for the American an:d
eoloninl markets. Whatever may be
the triuth as Lo the colonies of Grent
Britain, the American market now de-
mands not only tasteful pottery, but
in the case of some manufneturers a
sreenter variety and beauty than tire de-
manded in Great Dritpin, It is notos
rious that while British housewlves are
content with o few old-fashioned pate
terns in the matter of table linen, the
English manufacturers are forced not
only to produce linen of exeellent quals
ity for the American market, but to en-
rich their produet with o great variety
of beautiful patterns,

—Mr. Kerr Craige, thind assistant
postmaster-general, has submitted his
annual report to Postimaster-Genernl
Bissell, His finaneial statement is as
follows: Letter postage paid in money
(made up principally of balances due
from foreign postal administrations),
B72,305.51; box rents, $2,402,:3080.00; fines
and penalties, $22.5947.08; sales of post-

| age ."\'.'ﬂlll{'!-. “‘ilnlpl'f‘ Pn\'v-lnl'u-_l.. news-

paper wrappers and postal eards, £72,
$59,215.59; receipts from unelpimed dead
letters, &12.507. miseellancons  re-
t‘n'i]llf-. £24,127,12; total ordinary !'-.u.[n]
revenne, §74,959 807, Receipts from
money order business, 8014,065.3%; totul
receipts from all sources, $75,500,055, 10,
The profit to the pgovernment om
specinl delivery business was, £80,
050,04,

—Althongh the systom of proprictary
elubs, so common in London, lins never
flouristied here, there are signs that
something of the kind may come about,
sinee the difficulties of running o club
successiully are in large part contered
in the fact that the oflicess, having no
eonsiderable direct pecuninry interest
in the club, are unable to give its ex-
penditores  that close attention so
necessary to economy. Some clubs in
desperation throw themselves upon the
mercy of their stewards, and permit
them to be general purchasing agents,
of course with the privilege of wmaking
their little sommissions The unau-
thorlied ex%tion of commissions from
¢lub emplo/™ is s0 common us to have
become noiFious and aetunl embezzle-
ment of elu- funds by enshiers and the
like are probably more common than
the public supposes.

A DifMeult Operation,

Star photography is one of the most
tedious operalions koown. In some
cases the exposure of the plate must
last for severa: hours. Duoring ali this
time both the plate and the telescope
must be moved so that the image of the
star will be stationary on the plate,
The exposure for o star of the sixteenth
magniture is two hours, and only the
lmage of one gt n time can be secured
unless those adjoining happen to be of
the sawme size.—~Chicago Post

nightly Review.
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of the crode pottery produocsd nta great |

PERSONAL AND LITERARY

—8engtors Jamoes Z, Georgoe, of Mis
sissippl, and A. H. Calquitt, of Georgly,
and ex-Senator 8. 13 Maxey, of ‘Texns,
all of whom were gfffcors in the confeds
erale ariny, are on the Mexican povsion
roll.

w-Prof. Coming, M. D, ta whom Mr.
Gludstane has tendered a baroneley, is
an eminent lvish physician and s pros
fessor in the queen's college at Helfast
His danghter married o son of Sir
Charles “(l\‘u'”.

M. Francis Adams Ens
writtén n entitled “Muassachu-
getts; Its Historians and [ts History."
He convicels the state of o ]nhf pract e
of religions intolerance and historiens
of ignoring the diseredituble fact.

Van Roberts, a hotelleeper at
Rush 11110, Mo., has fallen heie 1o &%,
000 left him by John Hennett, who
died at Los N. M. Roberts
saved Dennett from drowning in the

river near Decutur, 1k,
twenty yours ngo,

Charles
book

Vegas,
Nangamon

—Clarence King, formerly director
of the United States geological sarvey,
well known as o man of sclence nad
of letters and consplenons in the soelnl
anil elub life of New York nnd New-
port, has becomne ipsuge and has been
sent to an nsyinm.

—I'rof. Weinhold hns been elected
rector of the university of Herlin to
siicceed Prof. Rudolf Virchow, whose
term ended at the beginning of the
present semester. D Virchow
been appointed a member of the uni
versity senate by the new rector

—Charles 1. Nichols, who died re-
cently ot Lyons Farm, N, J.. was the
otiginal promoeter of the elevated rail-
risnd system, o was inade seerebary
of the New York compnny, bul was
ousted when the Gould mancgement
took possession of the “watered” cor-
poration.

~Daniel Webster liked to make re-
marks of a character intended to puz
gle simple minds, Stopping 1o dinner
one day ot o country inn, on his way to
Marshfield,he was aslied by the hostess
if he usnally had poml appetite,
“Madam," answered Webster, 1 some-
times ent more than T doat other thines,
Lt never less,"—<Arponaut,

linng

{1

~No matter at what thne of the day
vou call upon Pension Commissioner
Lochren yvou will find him smoking,
and not a eigar cither. e
to his pipe, nnd it isnn elaborate affair
of brinrwood, and as large us a teacup.
He revieves no visitors until he lights
this pipe in the morning, and receives
none after he puts it out at night,

—Mrs. Isabells Ripd *Bishop, whase
entertaining books of travel are well-
known, is the first woman ever invited
to address the Dreitish houwso of com-
mons, She had @ remarkable experi
enee of travel in Koordistan, and wns
simmoned before the English parlia-
ment to tell what she had seen of
Christinns in that remote country.

—Miss Ella Knowles, who was de-
fented for the attorney-generalship of
Montana by o small majority, nnd'was
then appointed nssistunt by her soe-
cessful competitor, recently seenred, in
favor of her state before the intervior
department in Washington, a decision
involving nbout two handred thousand
dollays' worth of school lands in Mon.
lann,

is devoted

HUMOROUS.

—It's concontration of thought that
tells in onr daily endenvor.  Just wateh
the face of vhe small boy when he is
tnking nim at a tramp ent.

—lad Roy I{fll_‘l'f\llll\'| —*T had the
earnche this morning.” Good Doy—
“What good is that?'  DBad Boy—**Me
mother put cotton in me oars and now
I don't henr "er when she calls,"—tood
News.

—Market Man—"1 know juost whit
you want; nleespring chickons the
Mrs. Allstyle—*No, indeed. Twant the

latest full styles that are ont."—Inter-
Ucenn.
—Ada—"1If yon want to gel lher,

don't be so abjectly devoted. You sim-
ply cheapen yourself in her cyes”
Frank—""Then she will take me,
nie never counld resist
Brooklyn Life,

—Upstreete (sympathetically)—**["oor
Lushley! He is going tothe bad so fust
there will soon be no hope for him.”
Yager (who hasseen the ticket)—"Yes;
his wateh is beyond redemption now.”
—Buffulo Conrier.

-] guess the man in the next fat
must be awfnlly profane.”™ “Why, how
do you know? [Ile only moved in yes-
terday.” *“1 know, but 1 saw one of
his roomers carvying in o binjoand a
flute."—Inter-Ocean.

—*“\Whatebbah yon does,” sald Unele
Eben to his eldest boy, *'doan be sah-
castic. Er man dat keeps allus tryin'
ter shoot Folly ez she flies run er heap
o' resk ob bein' huret by de kick ob his
own gon,”—Washington Star,

—Half Killed.—"Do you want some
nice pork, sir® said the butcher to an
Irishman, who was intently regarding
half of & hog hanging outside the door.
“No sore! Of was only wondherin’
whin ye was goin’ to kill the other half
o' that pig."

—Pipkin—*T doubt if iron enters
very largely into the composition of
the human body." Potts — “Why?”
Piplkin—"1've noticed that when a mun
is hot it doesn't improve his temper to
throw cold water on him." — Kate
Ficld's Washington.

~tiirl (in the serviee of the stingy
wife of the colonel to grocer}—"One
penn’orth of sugar, one penn’orth of
coffee, and a ha'porth of cinnumon™
Grocer (handing her the pareélj—
“There's the lot. You're having o fam-
ily party this evening, I suppose?’—
Feuerabend.

Jen-
a bavgain''—

~—Mrs. Pnenmonie—'I was so pro-
voked nt the art museum to-day, There
was o painting there which they told
me was painted by a man by the name
of Murillo. If yon believe me, it was
only o copy of that beautiful chromo of
ours over the parlor mantel. 1 don't
know*who this Murillo is, but I think
it’s shameful that he should be allowed
thus to cheapen works of art; and 1
diai’t hesitate to let the people kuow
just how I felt about it."—Boston Tran-
script

—
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NATURE'S CORKSCREWS.

Really Hemarkablo Relles of Frohistarie
Times—=Disgeoverod by n Solentille Hxe-
pedition In the Famous Ulne Ridge Re.
glon—Almost as Troe ns 1f Made by &
Lathos
Among the arrivals ot San Franciseo

from Lincoln, Neb., a doy o two ago

was Profs T. H. Marshland, of the Ne-
braskn State unlversity, whe had jnst

CURIOUS EXPERIMENTS.

How Liguld Con He Made to Run Up Ine
itend of Down,

A most gingnlar and interesting oxe

| periment ¢an bo ousily tried by the use
of o round poblet o tumbler and &
plece of talle of flue mesh.  Fill tho
| glass to tho brim with water, then, uf-
| ter moistening tho tulle thoroughly
with water, place it over the month of
the glass, pressing it down tightly to
the sides of the glpss where 16w ill nd-
here. Then press the palm of the hond

pomploted two romarkable seiontitio |

expeditions in quest of rore fossila
One was to Pine Ridge, the famous
goene of the rocant Slonx Indian ont-
breale, where ho and others discovered
myviads of o strangely cnrions fossil,
alled by them “divills corksercwsa.™
The corksorews e as much ns 8 feet
long, aetuil eorlserews in shape, and
pre. often 8 inches throuzh, 1o outis
mates that there are 400 square miles
of them, yet, strange to say, notwith-
staniding the vast number of séientilio
expoeditions hitherto, none of them
liave dispovered  before. The
corkscrews are silieate, tnd they are
found in o silielons sondstone.  In
muny places they sticl throngh the
sandrovk of the hills, the stones being
worn off by the clement, and silicate
gpiral bLeingy haeder, it has remuined.
It is no trouble, the professor suys, to
gteip the sand away from them, It is
ruthier soft, and the men ean worlk fast,

Somo of the strange silieate spirals
are colled about n eentral spiral, like
o prapevine about a tree.  Then at the
bottom of o root of the spire are curi
ous protuberanees each way, and ris-
ing towanrd the surface of the ground
nt somothing Hke thirty-one degrees,
They nre often quite as long as the
corkscrew spiral,

“These corksorews which stick out
over Pine Hidge border on the Bod
Lunds,” sakd Prof. Marshland, *‘are

Deen
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most singulur things, Nobods knows
what they nre or Low they were made,
At first it was thought by some that
the spirals were cansed by some sort of
n bunrrowing, the theory being that
gome animol had burrowed, rabbit-
like, and that the hole had filled with
silicions sand and hardened. Dat this
theory wouldn't do, beepuse it ap
peared that whatever the spirals wers
they were of marine formuation, and,
whether animal or wvegetable, had
grown under the sea,

“From all we could guther we are
fnelined to believe the corkscrows are
o cuvions form of the sponge, yet even
that is by no means eertain, I they
are sponges they would, under the
gpectrum, show certain specks which
mark the sponge, and once Prof. Dar-
bour thought he did see one or two, bnt
he conlidn’t be sure of this. Other re-
markable things wero what we found
imbedded in them and forming a purt.
Once we found the sleleton of o little
poimal lilke o rat and at another time
we found the skeletom of 4 snake.”

The corkserew region extends from
the Niobrara river to the Pine Ridge
it silmost to the Hat Creele basin.
The corlserows are nlmost ax troe ns
if mode by a lathe, and ave right-hand-
ed nnd left-handad indiseriminatelv.
The gréat transverse pleces ealled rhi-
gomes; or underground  stems, project
in all direetions ont of the banks and
Dlndls like logs.  Some are as lorge s
orlinary  barrels, others as large as
hogsheads. When hunlf diselosed in the
bludls they look like lnrge sawlogs,

A singular thing was found in the
nie of the plumb line. A corkscrew
over 8 feet 8 inches long was tested by
the line and it was found that from

top ta bottom the whirls of the serow |

varied but onc-ecighth of an inch in the
case of one epil, in others still
Generally speaking, the
are of morvelons perfection, and they
are so great ns regrards size a8 to uttor-
ly dwarf a man standing beside them.

less,

corkscrews

Power of the Atmosphers,
Romabody has made the calenlation
shat, toking the quantities roughly
nnel in round numbers, the atmosphere
weighs about o ton to cvery sqaire
foot of the carth’s nurinee, 25,000,000
tons per square mile, or 5.000,000,000,-
000000 toms on o total of 200,000,000
square miles; and its energy is that due
to the motion of this intonceivable
mass, at veloclties varying all the way
from the slightest zephyr to the horri-
eane and the eyelone, rushing over the
prairie or along the surface of the sea
Bt wwre than 100 miles an  hour
Agrain, according to this anthorlty, a
cubic mile of nir, weighing about
10,000,000,000 pounds, develops, at the
rate of motion of the cyelone, some
4,000,000,000,000 “*foot tons"” of cnergy,
gnd if all were employed at such rate
for the performance of work, useful or
destructive, this number of “foot
pounds” would be equivalent to mors
than ‘_3,0q'rij_l)lllLljlﬂl!.l‘]n’l(l.lh’ﬂl_]ln:r-r power

Tho (Mdest Iron Rettie.

The it iron-casting made in
America was at the Saugrns Iron worls,
in 1042, Tt was a kettle or threedegged
pot, weighing two pounds and a
guarter, and holding one quart. It
was cloimed as 5 part of the purshase
consideration by the owner of the lund
npoti which the works
After descending ns an heirloom from
generation to generation, It has re-
certly lsen presented to the town of
Lynn, Muss., by & descendont of the
original ownery

wera buils |

firmly over the mouth of the glass, sa
that no wiv can enter, and invert the
glass guickly. Now, by drawing the
grlass slowly and lnterally from off the
hand (donot 1ift) it will be fonnd that
the water will remain, as if suspended,
without support in the air; not a drop
will eseape through the openings in the
meshes of the tulle, os shown by Fig. L.

In this connection, another remarkn-
Lle experiment can be maoede, if you
hiave previously proeured another glass
of the snma size or shape and filled it
to the brim with wine. TPlace this
grlass upon o plate and put the inverted
glass with the water held by the tully
carefally nud evenly so that the edges
of the two glasses will coineide, as
shown in Fig. &

Immedintely the red wine will coms-
menee to mount into the water, and
the water displuces the wine until o
e¢omplete interchange has been ¢f-
feoted, which usudlly requires abiont
ten minontes: The glass upon which
the tulle has been placed will now be
filled with wine.

Still another Interesting experiment
ean be made by talking a glass and
placing in it & picee of burning paper.
"Phen, while the paper s burning, in-
yert the gless quickly into a deep dish

——

or saucer filled with water, It will be
found that almoest instantly the water
will be drawn into the glass, althongh
the weight of the glass wiil hold its
edge firmly on the botiom of the plate.
A sinpalar thing about it is the water
of itself cannot seek (s level and with-
dreaw sgain from the gluss,—Onee &
Weelk.

THE CANALS OF MARS.

supposed to e tho Work of the Inhale
ftants of That Glohe.

It is not genotelsy imown that the
planet Mars s saaSed by parallel
bunds, the origin of which have been
the source of controversy.
IF'rom delicate measurements it hos
been estanblished that these bands are
from ten to o hundred miles in width,
and it was at first supposed that they
| were wimospherie phenomena, but of
Inte many ineline to believe that they
are cannls or stupendons waterwnys.

The interesting theory that the

“eanals” of the planet Mars are netu-

ully the work of the Inhabitants of

that globe has perhaps never had so
authoritative a recognition as has just
been given to it by the distinguished

Irench astronomer, M. Faye. It is

waorth while to rend his own words on

this subjeet, as he addressod them to
the Academy of Seienees in Maris re-
| contly. Referring to the theory stated
above, he snid:

“TFor my part [ Incline to ndopt this
view provisionally. | imagine that
under the almost constantly clear sky
of Mars, in the absenee of fecurdating
rafns and fertilizing rivers. the gon-
struction of these lmmense ernnly bes
come necessory in order to conduet the
slightly saline water of the shallow
scas over the low-lying continents,

*I suppose that the labor of maldag
those eanals must have been singnlars
1y facilitated by the feeblencss of grav-
ity and the slight density of tho
superficial layers,which It sutficed only
to serateh, so to speak, in order to
make way for the water. Dot 1 am
qnite ready also to aceept other views,
if it is possible to make the numerous
details that we possess npon this planet

| aecord better with them.”

The idea that beings resombling men
shanld be able to construct canals ave
craging cighty miles in width and
thousamls of miles in aggregute longth
| has generally proved too staggering
for nceeptunce: but M. Faye isa seien-
tifle astronomer, and it is at any rate
interesting to iearn that he doss not
sce any insnpernble olbijection to the
hiyp sthesis.

endloss

When the Candle Durns.
Candles will not burn in the airwhen
the percentage of oxygen is less than
18,




